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2423. BILINGUAL AND ESL EDUCATION (M)

A. Definitions

1. "Bilingual education program” means a fuhe program of instruction in all those course
subjects which a child is required by law or ruderéceive, given in the native language ol
limited English proficient pupils enrolled in theggram and also in English; imd aurs
comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing ef rtative language of the limited Engl
proficient pupils enrolled in the programs, in @eral comprehension, speaking, reading,
writing of English; and in the history and cultusé the cauntry, territory, or geographic at
which is the native land of the parents of limitEdglish proficient pupils enrolled in t
program, and in the history and culture of the eiStates. All pupils in bilingual educat
programs receive English as a second language dtisin.

2. "Bilingual parttime component” means a program alternative in wipigpils are assigned
mainstream English program classes, but are sob@didily for their developmental read
and mathematics instruction with a certified biliagiteacher.

3. "Bilingual resource program” means a program adtewe in which pupils receive da
instruction from a certified bilingual teacher gentified subjects and with specific assignm
on an individual pupil basis.

4. "Bilingual tutorial program" means a program alternativevhich pupils are provided o
period of instruction from a certified bilingualateher in a content area required for gradu
and a second period of tutoring in other requiredtent areas.

5. "Dual language bilingual education program" ngean fulltime program of instruction
elementary and secondary schools which providectstred English language instruction
instruction in a second language in all contentaror LEP pupils and for nae Englist
speaking pupils enrolled in the program.

6. "Educational needs" means the particular educdti@mmirements of pupils of limited Engli
proficiency, the fulfillment of which will providéhem with equal educational opportunities.

7. "English as a second language (ESL) program" means yadkiklopmental second langu.
program of up to two periods of instruction basadpapil language proficiency which teac
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aural comprehension, speaking, reading, and writingnglish using second lgnage teachir
techniques, and incorporates the cultural aspettthe pupil’'s experiences in their E

instruction. A period is the time allocated in #@&hool schedule for instruction in core subjects.

"English language fluency" means the abitityspeak the language with sufficient struct
accuracy; use vocabulary to participate effectivelynost formal and informal conversations
practical, social, and school topics; read matdaainformation; and complete forms and w
essays anceports on familiar topics. Language fluency is thet same as language proficiel
which is the full command of language skills.

"English language proficiency test" means a tedtlwvimeasures English language skills in
areas of aural comprehension, speaking, readimwalting.

"English language services" means services designedprove the English language skills
pupils of limited English proficiency. These sees, provided in school districts with less t
ten pupils of limitel English proficiency, are in addition to the reguschool program and he
as their goal the development of aural comprehanspeaking, reading, and writing skills
English.

"ESL standards for Pre-Kindergarten throughdgrawelve pupils” meanthe WIDA Englisl
Language Proficiency Standards for English Langulag@rners in Pré&indergarten throuc
Grade Twelve, 2007 edition, developed by the W@Hass Instructional Design and Assessr
(WIDA) Consortium. These are the standards anddag competencies limited Engli
proficient pupils in Prékindergarten programs and elementary and secorstdrgols need
become fully proficient in English and to have strieted access to grad@propriat
instruction in challenging academic subjects.

"Exit criteria” means the criteria which must bepkgd before a pupil may be exited fror
bilingual, ESL, or English language services edoogbrogram.

"High-intensity ESL program” means a prograterahtive in which pupils receive two orore
class periods a day of ESL instruction. One pesdtie standard ESL class and the other p
is a tutorial or ESL reading class.

"Instructional program alternative” means at-piare program of instruction that may
established by a Boardf Education in consultation with and approval tbé New Jerse
Department of Education. All pupils in an instiootl program alternative receive English
second language.

"Limited English proficient (LEP) pupils” meapsipils from Pre-Kindagarten through grac
twelve whose native language is other than Englighhwho have sufficient difficulty speaki
reading, writing, or understanding the English lzexge as measured by an English lang
proficiency test, so as to be denied the opputtuo learn successfully in the classrooms w
the language of instruction is English. This temmaans the same as limited English spee
ability, the term used in N.J.S.A. 18A:35-15 to 26.



16. "Native language" means the language first iaeduby the pupil, the language most of
spoken by the pupil, or the language most ofterkespon the pupil's home, regardless of
language spoken by the pupil.

17. "Parent(s)" means the natural parent(s) orlélgal guardian(s), foster parent(s), surtega
parent(s), or person acting in the place of a gaséth whom the pupil legally resides. Wh
parents are separated or divorced, parent meamethen(s) who has legal custody of the p
provided such parental rights have not been tertedhiay a court of appropriate jurisdiction.

18. "Review process" is the process established bydaed of Education to assess limited Enc
proficient pupils for exit from a bilingual, ESLy &nglish language services program.

19. "Sheltered English instrtion” is an instructional approach used to makeamic instruction i
English understandable to LEP pupils. Shelteregli§imclasses are taught by regular classi
teachers who have received training on strategiesake subject area content comgredible
for LEP pupils.

Identification of Eligible Limited English Prafient (LEP) Pupils

1. The Superintendent’s Office will determine the matianguage of each LEP pupil at the tim
enrollment of the pupil in the school district. eTBuperintendent will:

a. Maintain a census indicating all pupils identifiedhose native language is other t
English; and

b. Report annually to the New Jersey Department ofcBfion as part of the Fall LE
Enroliment Summary, the number of all LEP pupilsoghnative language is other tt
English and, of that group, the number who are pEBIIs.

2. The Board approved screening process, initiatec bypme language survey, shall deterr
which pupils in Kindergarten to grade twelve, obsk whose native iguage is other thi
English, must be tested to determine English lagguaroficiency. The screening shall
conducted by a bilingual/ESL or other certifieddiear and shall be designed to distinguish t
pupils that are proficient English speakers andimeefurther testing.

3. The district shall determine the English languagdigiency of all Kindergarten to grade twe
pupils, who are not screened out, whose native uageg is other than English by
administration of a Department of Educati approved English language proficiency
assessing the level of reading in English, revigwire previous academic performance of pi
as well as standardized tests in English and remgwhe input of teaching staff memb
responsible for the edational program for the limited English profidigrupils. Pupils who ¢
not meet the New Jersey Department of Educatiordatd on a Departmeapproved languay
proficiency test and who have at least one otheicator, are pupils of limited English
proficiency. The district shall also use agpropriate assessment methodologies to ide
limited English proficient preschool pupils in ord® determine their individual langue
development needs.



C.

Bilingual Programs for Limited English Profictdhupils

1.

All Kindergarten through twelfth grade LEP pupilsrelled in the district will receive requir
courses and support services outlined in a. thraudtelow to prepare LEP pupils to meet
Core Curriculum Content Standards for high st¢hgraduation. This may include tutorii
afterschool programs, summer programs, and remediaicesras needed by LEP pupils. -
district shall also provide appropriate instrucéibprograms to eligible preehool LEP pupil
based on need according the New Jersey Preschool Teaching and LearningedEations
Standards of Quality (2004). These standards @adelnes for good practice and are inter
for districts that provide preschool programs.

a. English language services designed to impierglish language proficiency of LI
pupils whenever there are one or more, but fewaar tn LEP pupils enrolled within t
schools of the district. English language serviskhall be in addition to the regu
school program.

b. An ESL program that pvades up to two periods of ESL instruction based pompil
language proficiency whenever there are ten or ni@B pupils enrolled within tt
schools of the district.

(1) The ESL curriculum that addresses the WIDA Englisinguage Proficienc
Standards aamended and supplemented shall be developed ampdeddoy th
Board to address the instructional needs of LERIgup

(2)  The ESL curriculum will be cross referenced to dn&rict’s bilingual educatic
and content area curricula to ensure that ESltuogbn is correlated to all tl
content areas being taught.

C. A bilingual education program will be establishedemever there are twenty or m
limited English proficient pupils in any one langeaclassification enrolled in the dist
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:35-18. The bilingual eatian program shall:

(2) Be designed to prepare LEP pupils to acquire safftdEnglish skills and conte
knowledge to meet the Core Curriculum Content Sieawl All LEP pupil
participating in the bilingual program will alsocedve ESL instruction;

(2) Include a bilingual program curriculum that addessgshe Core Curriculu
Content Standards, the WIDA English Language Py Standards, and i
use of two languages. The bilingual educationiculum shal be adopted by tt
Board; and

3) Include a full range of required courses and aotiwioffered on the same be
and under the same rules that apply to all pupilsimthe district.

d. LEP pupils will be provided equitable instructad opportunities to participate in all non-



2.

academic courses necessary to meet the Core Qumicistandards, includir
comprehensive health and physical education, theaviand performing arts and cai
awareness programs. These instructional oppoktanshall bedesigned to assist LE
pupils to fully comprehend all subject matter areimdnstrate their mastery of -
content matter.

The district shall offer sufficient courses andestielevant supplemental instructio
opportunities in grades nine through Iveeto enable LEP pupils to meet the C
Curriculum Content Standards for graduation. Wéigfficient numbers of pupils are 1
available to form a bilingual class in a subjeceaarplans shall be developed
consultation with and approved by the Nesvséy Department of Education to meet
needs of the pupils.

Additional programs and services shall be designedeet the special needs of elig
LEP pupils and will include, but not be limited t@medial instruction through Title
programs; special education; schoolatork programs; computer training; and gifted
talented education services.

The Board may establish dual language bilinguatation programs in the schools
may make provisions for the coordination of instiat andservices with the district
World Languages program. This program, if establisby the Board, shall also en
pupils whose primary language is English and sbalbdesigned to help pupils achi
proficiency in English and in a second languagelevimastering subject matter ski
Instruction shall, to the extent necessary, bdlicairses or subjects of study allow
pupils to meet all grade promotion and graduatiamdards. Where possible, th
classes will be comprised of approximately @goumbers of pupils of limited Engli
proficiency and of pupils whose native languaggénglish.

The Board may establish a program in bilingual etioa for any language classification v
fewer than twenty pupils.

Waiver Process

The school wtrict may request a waiver from establishing langual education program, pursuan
N.J.S.A. 18A:3518, to establish an instructional program alteksgatbn an annual basis with
approval of the Department of Education when tlaeestwenty or ma pupils eligible for the bilingu
education program in Kindergarten through graddveyeand the district is able to demonstrate the
to age range, grade span, and/or geographic locaticeligible pupils, it would be impractical
provide a full-time bilingual program.

1.

Any instructional program alternatives shall be eleped in consultation with and appro
annually by the Department of Education after nevid pupil enrollment and achievement d
All bilingual instructional program alteatives shall be designed to assist LEP pupitieieloy
sufficient English skills and subject matter skilis meet the Core Curriculum Cont
Standards.



2. The instructional program alternatives to beldghed shall include, but are not limited to
bilingual parttime component, bilingual resource program, bil@gutorial program, shelter
English instruction program, and high-intensity E8bgram.

3. In the event the district implements prograreralatives, the district shall annually subpupil
enroliment and achievement data that demonstratedhtinued need for these programs.

E. Department of Education Approval of BilinguaBIE or English Language Services Programs
1. The school district’s bilingual, ESL, or Englidanguage serges program plans shall

submitted to the New Jersey Department of Educaiamny three years for approval. The p
will include the following information:

a. Identification of pupils;

b. Program description;

C. Number of certified staff hired for the program;
d. Bilingual and ESL curriculum development;

e. Evaluation design;

f. Review process for exit; and

g. A budget for bilingual and ESL programs and/or Esiglanguage services progra
The budget must indicate how the bilingual gatécal aid funds are directly relatec
the bilingual/ESL program instructional services amaterials.

2. The district shall annually submit data on the namif LEP pupils served, exit data for the |
pupils enrolled in the district, and data on thenber of immigrant pupils enrolled in the district.

3. The district’s bilingual/ESL programs will be maomied and evaluated by the New Je
Department of Education.

F. Supportive Services
Pupils enrolled in bilingual, ESL, or English large sendes programs shall have full acces
educational services available to other pupilshia district. To the extent that it is administraty
feasible, supportive services to LEP pupils, si&kaunseling, tutoring, and career guidance, shiog
provided by bilingual personnel who are familiar withdaknowledgeable of the unique needs
background of LEP pupils and their parents.

G. In-service Training

1. In-service training will be provided for bilingy ESL, and mainstream teachers based ein th



needs and to include instructional strategies tip h&P pupils meet the Core Curricul
Content Standards and the WIDA English Languagdidfeacy Standards. All ESL al
bilingual teachers will receive training in the wfehe ESL curriculum.

2. The Professional Development Plan of the disthetisnclude the needs of bilingual and E
teachers that shall be addressed through in-seraiceng.

Certification of Staff
All teachers in these programs will hold the follogs certifications:

1. Bilingual Classes a valid New Jersey instructional certificate wdah endorsement for t
appropriate grade level and/or content area, asaseln endorsement in bilingual education.

2. ESL Classes - a valid New Jersey instructiogdifccate in English as a second language.
3. English Language Services - a valid New Jensstyuctional certificate.
Bilingual, ESL, and English Language ServicesgPam Enrollment, Assessment, Exit and Re-entry

1. All LEP pupils from Kindergarten throudtvelfth grade shall be enrolled in the bilingua§LE
or English language services program.

2. Pupils enrolled in a bilingual, ESL, or English dmage services program shall be asse
annually with a Department of Education approvedyliSh language mpficiency test t
determine their progress in achieving English laggu proficiency goals and readiness
exiting the program.

3. LEP pupils enrolled in one of these programs dhalplaced in a monolingual English prog
when they have demonstrateshdiness to function successfully in an Englisly gorogram
This process shall be initiated by the pupil’s legé English proficiency as measured b
Department of Education established standard oBreglish language proficiency test, and
readness of the pupil shall be further assessed ombalses of multiple indicators which shall
a minimum, include classroom performance, the pgipdading level in English, the judgm:
of the teaching staff member or members respongibléhe educadvnal program of the pup
and performance on achievement tests in Englisbrdieg to P.L. 1991, c.12.

4. A parent(s) or legal guardian(s) may remove a pwbidb is enrolled in a bilingual educat
program pursuant to provisions in N.J.S.A. 18A:2512

5. Pupils enrolled in a bilingual, ESL, or English ¢aiage services program shall be asse
annually to determine their progress in achievimgglish language proficiency goals ¢
readiness for exiting the program.

6. Newly exited pupils who areoh progressing in the mainstream English prograny ioe
considered for reentry to bilingual and ESL progsaams follows:



J.

a. After a minimum of onéalf of an academic year and within two years at, eke
mainstream English classroom teacher, with th@ml of the Building Principal, m:
recommend retesting.

b. A waiver of the minimum time limitation may be apped by the Executive Cour
Superintendent upon request of the Superintendiéhe ipupil is experiencing extrel
difficulty in adjusting to the mainstream program.

C. The recommendation for retesting will be basedhentéacher’s judgment that the p
is experiencing difficulties due to problems inngEnglish as evidenced by the pug
inability to: communicate effectively with peeasd adults; understand directions gi
by the teacher; and/or comprehend basic verbahaitidn materials.

d. The pupil shall be tested using a different formtloé test or a different langue
proficiency test than the one used to exit thelgupi

e. If the pupil scores below the State establisheddstal on the language proficiency t
the pupil shall be re-enrolled into the bilingualESL program.

When the review process for exiting a pupil frarhilingual, ESL, or English language seegic
program has been completed, the pupil’'s parent(Bgal guardian(s) shall be informed by r
of the determination of placement. If the par@ntiégal guardian(s) or teaching staff men
disagrees with the placement, he/she may appealdtision in writing to the Superintende
who will provide a written explanation for the dson within 10 working days. TI
complainant may appeal this decision in writinglite Board. The Board will review the apg
and respond in writing within forty-fey calendar days. Upon exhausting an appeal tBahed
the complainant may appeal to the Commissionerdoicktion pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A96anc
N.J.A.C. 6A:3.

Graduation Requirements for Limited English Rreht Pupils

All LEP pupils must satisfy requirements for higthsol graduation according to N.J.A.C. 6A:8-5.1(a).

Location of Programs

All bilingual, ESL, and English language servicemgrams shall be conducted within classro
approved by the Executive County Superintende@abibols within the regular school buildings of
district per N.J.S.A. 18A:35-20.

Notification to Parents/Legal Guardians

1.

The district will notify the parent(s) or legaiardian(s) of the LEP pupil byail that their chili
has been identified as eligible for enroliment ibilngual ESL, or English language servi
program.



a. The notice will inform the parent(s) or legal guards) they have the option of declin
enroliment if they choose by providing notice te ttistrict no later than tegiays afte
receiving the eligibility notice.

b. The notice shall be in writing and in the languafievhich the child of the parent(s)
legal guardian(s) so notified possesses a pring@glsng ability, and in English.

C. Whenever the district deteimes, on the basis of a pupil’s level of Englisbfmiency,
that a pupil should exit from a program of bilingeducation, the district shall notify t
parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of the pupil by mail

2. The parent(s) or legal gidian(s) of pupils enrolled in a bilingual, ESL, Bnglish languac
services program shall receive progress reportheénsame manner and frequency as pro
reports are sent to parent(s) and legal guardiaf@her pupils enrolled in the school district.

3. Progress reports shall be written in English anthennative language of the parent(s) or |
guardian(s) of pupils enrolled in the bilingualEBL program unless it can be demonstratec
documented in the three-year plan that this reguent would place an unreasonable burde
the district.

4. The district shall notify the parent(s) or legabgdian(s) when pupils meet the exit criteria
are placed in a monolingual English program. Taigce shall be in English and in the langea
in which the parent(s) or legal guardian(s) posseasprimary speaking ability.

M. Joint Programs

The school district may join with any other schddtricts, with the approval of the Executive Cot
Superintendent of Schools, on a case-by-cases lia provide bilingual, ESL, or English langu
services programs.

N. Parental Involvement

1. The Superintendent will provide for maximum praakite involvement of parent(s) or le
guardian(s) of LEP pupils in the development andierg of program objectives an
dissemination of information to and from the Boaad€Education and communities servec
the bilingual, ESL, or English language servicegoation program.

2. A district that implements a bilingual educatiprogram shall establish a reat advisor

committee on bilingual education on which the mgjowill be parents or legal guardians
pupils of limited English proficiency.

Issued: March 2010






