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5116 Education of Homeless Children
The Board of Education will admit and enroll honsslehildren in accordance with State
laws and New Jersey Administrative Code.
The Board of Education adopts this policy to beampliance with law and Code to
ensure the enrollment of homeless children in sichongd to respond to appeals made by
parent(s) or legal guardian(s) or other partiesteel to their enrollment.
The district will determine a child is homeless whe or she resides in a publicly or
privately operated shelter designed to provide taamy living accommodations,
including: hotels or motels; congregate shelterduding domestic violence and
runaway shelters; transitional housing; and horoeadolescent mothers. A child is also
determined homeless when he or she resides inle pulprivate place not designated
for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accountation, including: cars or other
vehicles excluding mobile homes; tents or otheip@rmary shelters; temporary shelters
provided to migrant workers and their childrenfanm sites; and the residence of
relatives or friends with whom the homeless chsltemporarily residing out of necessity
because the family lacks a regular or permaneridesse of its own.
The district of residence for a homeless chilcesponsible for the education of the child
and will assume all responsibilities as requiretlid.A.C. 6A:17-2.4 et seg. The district
of residence is the district in which the parent(slegal guardian(s) last resided prior to
becoming homeless. The district liaison for thecadion of homeless children is the
superintendent. The liaison will facilitate commeation and cooperation between the
district of residence and the district where thenbless child is temporarily residing and
will develop procedures to ensure that a homelesgd temporarily residing
in the district is enrolled and attending schoaispiant to N.J.A.C. 6A:17-2.6.
When a homeless child is living temporarily in #whool district, the district liaison,
upon receiving notification from the parent(s) @egadl guardian(s), the Department of
Human Services, a shelter director, an involvedageor a case manager, will notify the
liaison of the district of residence within twerfyur hours of the notification. Upon
notification of the need for enrollment of a honsslehild, the liaison in the district of
residence will coordinate enroliment procedures @diately based upon the best interest
of the child pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:17-2.6(b).
The Superintendent or designee of the districesidence shall decide the district of
enrollment of the homeless child in accordance WithA.C. 17-2.6 et seq.
Unless parental rights have been terminated byiet o competent jurisdiction, the
parent(s) or legal guardian(s) retains all righitdar N.J.A.C. 6A:17-2.1 et seg.

If a dispute occurs regarding the determinatioharhelessness, the Superintendent of
the involved district(s) or the parent(s) or legahrdian(s) of the child must immediately
notify the County Superintendent of Schools, whth @écide the status of the ch&d16
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within two working days. If a dispute remains besénwehe parent(s) or legal guardian(s)
and/or the districts following the County Superimdent's determination, the parent(s) or
legal guardian(s) or the involved Board(s) of Ediscamay appeal to the Commissioner
of Education for determination pursuant to N.J.A68:3 et seq.

If the district is designated as the district cfidence and disputes such designation, or
where no designation can be agreed upon by dsttlet Superintendents of the involved
districts shall immediately notify the County Sup&ndent of Schools who will make a
determination within two working days. The distmcty appeal the County
Superintendent's determination to the DepartmeRidoication pursuant to N.J.A.C.
6A:23-5.2 (d), (e), and (f).

If a dispute occurs regarding the determinatiothefdistrict of enrollment made by the
district of residence, the Superintendent of ttstridit of residence shall immediately
notify the County superintendent of Schools. Tham@p Superintendent will determine
within two working days where the child shall bealed based on the child's best
interest pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:17-2.6(b). If theunty Superintendent's decision is
disputed, the Department of Education shall proWwdenediation in accordance with
N.J.A.C 6A:17-2.8(c)1.

A dispute or appeal will not delay the homelessdshimmediate entrance into school.
The homeless child will be enrolled in the distdesignated by the County
Superintendent pending resolution of the disputepmeal. Disputes and appeals
involving the services provided to a homeless cilith educational disabilities will be
made pursuant to N.J.A.C. 6A:14.

Financial responsibility, including the paymentuwition for the homeless child, will be
in accordance with N.J.A.C. 6A:17-2.9 et seq. Tistridt of residence shall list the child
on its annual Application for State School Aid (AAg$ursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:7F-33
for as long as the parent(s) or legal guardiam(s)ains homeless and the child is enrolled
in another school district. If a district of resmbe cannot be determined for a homeless
child or if a district of residence is outside bétState, the State will assume fiscal
responsibility for the tuition of the child pursdda N.J.S.A. 18A:7B-12(d). The State
will pay the tuition, in accordance with N.J.A.GA:87-2.9(c)1., to the school district in
which the child is currently enrolled for as lorgythe child and his or her parent(s) or
legal guardian(s) remain homeless.

N.J.A.C. 6A:17-2.1 et seq.
Adopted: May 1, 2002



